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BOOK REVIEWS 



A Cyclopedia of Education. Edited by Paul Monroe. Volume II. New 
York: Macmillan, 1911. 

The second volume of this important educational work has appeared within 
nine months after the publication of the first volume. If this rate of production is 
maintained, the remaining three volumes will appear in a little over two years. This is 
a creditable degree of promptness in the production of a work of such magnitude. 

The second volume has maintained the high standard of excellence which was set 
by the preceding one and has continued its main features. Among the accounts of 
national educational systems this volume contains extended articles on education in 
England and in France. State systems are represented by an article on Connecticut, 
and city systems by articles on the cities of Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, and 
others. Among the universities, Columbia and Cornell are given the most space. 

Among the more general articles on administration the most important is a 
group of articles on the different phases of the college. This group of articles covers 
sixty pages and comprises a very complete and enlightening treatment of the college 
in- its various aspects. This series contains an article on the historical development 
of the American college; a clear discussion of the principles underlying the college 
curriculum with a summary of historical and current practice; accounts of the dis- 
tribution of colleges in the United States, of college attendance in various countries, 
and of the vocational distribution of college graduates. Another article deals with 
college-entrance requirements. These examples will serve to indicate the scope of 
the treatment of this subject. 

Another type of article deals with certain specific questions of educational adminis- 
tration. Such topics possess a live interest for educators because of their discussion 
of current problems. The present volume, for example, contains discussions of 
coeducation, of consolidation of schools in rural districts, and of evening schools. 
Another group of articles deals with the education of special classes of children, such as 
crippled children, the deaf, deaf-blind, and defectives. 

The subjects which make up the content of education or which are related to 
education are fully treated. Among the subjects which appear in this volume are 
commercial education, education as an academic study, ethics, and forestry education. 
The social relationships of education are brought out in articles on citizenship and 
education and on education and crime; the medical and hygienic relationships are 
treated in articles on contagious diseases and on food and feeding. 

Finally two large and important groups of articles deal with the philosophical 
or psychological questions which have a bearing upon education, and with practical 
questions which are closely related to these more theoretical disciplines. Here we 
find, for instance, articles on culture and on the culture-epoch theory; on the emotions 
and on eye- and ear-mindedness; on examinations and on formal discipline. The 
wide range of articles which are treated and the evident authoritativeness of a large 
proportion of them make the cyclopedia indispensable as a work of reference. The 
bibliographies and cross-references which accompany the articles also makes the work 
useful as a starting-point for systematic topical study. 

As regards balance and distribution of space the present volume is better than 
the first one and presents few if any glaring irregularities. The ideal is not fully 
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attained, as is illustrated by the fact that the article on ethics occupies eight and one- 
half pages and the article on experimental education one page, but there appears to be 
marked improvement. A minor point of criticism may be made of the fact that some 
of the biographical articles which are accompanied by portraits in another part of 
the volume do not contain references to these portraits — as for example the articles 
on Compte and Darwin. 

Frank N. Freeman 
University of Chicago 



The Social Factors Affecting Special Supervision in the Public Schools of the 
United Stales. By Walter Albert Jessup. New York: Teachers 
College, Columbia University Contributions to Education, No. 43. Pp. 
vii+123. $1.00. 

This Doctor's dissertation is largely a statement of the historical development 
of the so-called "special subjects" in American elementary education, with particular 
reference to the social demands leading to the introduction of each subject. The 
special subjects discussed are music, drawing, manual training, domestic science, 
physical education, and penmanship. About three-fourths of the book is of this 
historical character, and the remaining fourth is devoted to a statistical treatment 
of the geographical distribution of special supervisors of these subjects, their salaries, 
sex selection, and division of responsibility. This portion of the dissertation is par- 
tially historical since it involves a comparison of the conditions at different periods 
as shown by the reports of the United States commissioner of education for 1875, 
1885, 1893, 1908, etc. 

From the point of view of the present reviewer, this dissertation is significant as 
a relatively unique contribution to the history of American education. In recent 
years we have become familiar with the idea that the "social point of view" should 
prevail in the history of education, and that this subject should be treated as "one 
phase of the history of civilization." Unfortunately, however, many of those who 
have taken this point of view have made the development of philosophy the funda- 
mental aspect of civilization to which they have related educational developments. 
At the present time there is a tendency to make economic, industrial, and other more 
concrete aspects of social life the point of departure. This is illustrated in Carlton's 
Economic Influences on Education (1908) and in Cubberley's little masterpiece entitled 
Some Changing Conceptions of Education (1909) and the several Doctor's dissertations 
prepared under Professor Paul Monroe which describe the development of the moving 
school, of local school supervision, of school support, etc., in Masschusetts. 

Mr. Jessup's study is one of the first in English to apply this method to the devel- 
opment of the curriculum of the elementary school. The author has endeavored 
" (a) to find sanctions back of the demand for the introduction of these subjects most 
commonly thought of in connection with special teaching or supervision . . . .; 
(6) to ascertain if possible whether the demand for these subjects came from within 
the school itself, or whether it came from the [social] 1 group outside; (c) to point out 
certain typical ways in which the new subject-matter became a part of the curriculum; 
(d) to determine the effect of the traditions of the school on the interpretation of the 
subject-matter; (e) to determine certain quantitative aspects of the problem " 

1 The text reads "school group" but I judge this is a misprint. 



